
SA
1.67m
(7.3%) NSW

7.37m
(32.2%)

NT
0.23m
(1.0%)

WA
2.38m
(10.4%)

QLD
4.64m
(20.3%)

TAS
0.52m
(2.3%)

VIC
5.69m
(24.9%)

DARWIN:
131,000

MELBOURNE: 4.2m

ADELAIDE:
1.2m

BRISBANE: 2.1m

HOBART:
217,000

PERTH: 1.8m

ACT/CANBERRA:
369,000 (1.6%)

SYDNEY: 4.7m9

7

12

20

15 
6 

10

13

14

18 

17

19

4

5

2

1

8

3

16

11

21

22

23

30

29

28

27

26
25

24

AUSTRALIA’S  POPULATION  MAP
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1. SYDNEY 4.7m
2. MELBOURNE 4.2m
3. BRISBANE 2.1m
4. PERTH 1.8m
5. ADELAIDE 1.2m

6. Gold Coast 605,000 
7. Newcastle 552,000
8. ACT/CANBERRA 369,000
9. Wollongong 296,000
10. Sunshine Coast 257,000

11. HOBART 217,000
12. Geelong 181,000
13. Townsville 176,000
14. Cairns 155,000
15. Toowoomba 134,000

16. DARWIN 131,000
17. Launceston 107,000
18. Albury/Wodonga 107,000
19. Ballarat 98,000
20. Bendigo 93,000

21. Mandurah 88,000
22. Mackay 88,000
23. Burnie-Devonport  83,000
24. Latrobe Valley 82,000
25. Rockhampton 79,000

26. Bundaberg 70,000
27. Bunbury 70,000
28. Hervey Bay 63,000
29. Wagga Wagga 59,000
30. Coffs Harbour 54,000

CAPITAL CITY, population
Other city, population

1.   City ranking by population

MAP KEY

NATIONAL GROWTH RATE
1912:  3.6% Today:  2.0% World Today:  1.0%

TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS
8.7 million (2.6 people per household)

NATIONAL MEDIAN AGE
1982:  29.9 Today:  38.1

TOTAL NATIONAL POPULATION
1912:  4.7 million Today:  23 million

ANNUAL POPULATION CHANGE
Births:  297,900 Deaths:  143,500
Natural increase:  154,400
Arrivals:  463,044 Departures:  247,468
Net overseas migration:  215,576

FULL TIME
1982:  5.2 million
Today:  8.1 million

PART TIME
1982:  1.1 million
Today:  3.4 million

TOTAL EMPLOYED
1982:  6.3 million
Today:  11.5 million

UNEMPLOYMENT
1982:  9.0%
Today:  4.9%

UNEMPLOYED
1982:  0.62 million
Today:  0.58 million

www.mccrindle.com.au  |  freecall 1800 TRENDS (1800 873 637)



© Copyright 2012 McCrindle Research Pty. Ltd.   Source: McCrindle Research, ABS.

1930 ’35 ’45 ’55 ’65 ’75 ’85 ’95 ’051940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

50 000

100 000

150 000

200 000

250 000

300 000

350 000

POPULATION BY
YEAR OF BIRTH
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Born before 1946
2.99 million
% of pop: 13%
% of the workforce
Today: 2%  // 2020: 0%

Born 1946-1964
5.59 million
% of pop: 23%
% of the workforce
 Today: 36%  // 2020: 17%

Born 1965-1979
4.81 million
% of pop: 21%
% of the workforce
Today: 44% // 2020: 36%

Born 1980-1994
4.83 million
% of pop: 21%
% of the workforce
Today: 18% // 2020: 35%

Born 1995-2009
4.60 million
% of pop: 20%
% of the workforce
 Today: 0%  // 2020: 12%

AUSTRALIA’S  GENERATIONAL PROFILE
FERTILITY RATES (BABIES PER WOMAN)
Australia 1971: 3.0 Today:  1.9
Current OECD Avg: 1.7 Current world Avg:  2.5

LIFE EXPECTANCY AT BIRTH
1982:   Male -  72.1 Female - 78.8
Today:  Male -  79.4 Female - 83.9

MEDIAN AGE OF PARENTS (NEW BIRTHS)
1982:   Fathers -  30.0 Mothers - 26.9
Today:  Fathers -  33.1 Mothers - 30.7

MEDIAN AGE FIRST MARRIAGE
1984:   Male -  24.8 Female - 22.3
Today:  Male -  30.1 Female - 27.7

Australian 
Population: 6.5 million 16 million 19 million7 million 13 million10 million 23 mil

World 
Population: 6 billion 7 billion5 billion4 billion3 billion2 billion

- Liberal / National - LaborKey:

Scul Lyons Menz Curtin Chifley Menzies Holt Gorton McM Whit Fraser Hawke Keating Howard Rudd GillardAustralian 
Prime Ministers:

- Republican - DemocratKey:

United States
Presidents: Hoover Roosevelt Truman Eisenhower JFK Johnson Nixon Ford Carter Reagan GH Bush Clinton GW Bush Obama

The “echo boom” - 
reflected the fertility 
years of the Boomers

Lowest birth rate ever
recorded in 2001 (1.7)

1971 birth numbers
reach 276,361 -
not beaten until 2007

Highest
birth rate ever

recorded - 1961
(3.5 per woman) 

Post WWII
baby boom

War
babies

record
birth

numbers

McCrindle Research Pty. Ltd.
ABN: 99 105 510 772
www.mccrindle.com.au

Suite A39, Level 4
24-32 Lexington Drive
Bella Vista NSW 2153

Phone: +61 2 8824 3422
Fax: +61 2 8824 3566
info@mccrindle.com.au

TECHNOLOGY TIMELINE
2010: Google puts Pacman
game on its logo to celeb-
rate Pacman’s 30th 
anniversary. 126 million 
people play it in 1 day

1982: 
Commodore
64 launched -
sells 1 million
units in 4 years

2010: 
iPad launched -
sells 1 million
units in 4 weeks

1980: Pacman 
launched & as a 
computer game
sells 7 million 
copies

1991: 
WWW is launched.
Takes 4 years to 
get 50 million 
people online

1998: 
143 million
internet
users

2006: Facebook 
opens to the public.
Takes 12 months
to get 50 million 
users

2012: 
800 million
active 
Facebook
accounts

1956: First Australian
television broadcast.
TV takes 13 years to
reach a global audi-
ence of 50 million

1923: First radio broadcast
in Australia. Radio takes 
38 years to reach a global
audience of 50 million


